Statement of the Problem
	The ability to read and comprehend are both essential skills for students to become successful and productive citizens in today’s society (Tucker, 2017). In everyday life, we are required to read and comprehend what we are reading at some point during the day. But if our students do not have the skills to learn how to begin reading through learning rhymes and word families then they cannot even begin to comprehend. Learning early literacy skills in Pre-K should indeed be an enjoyable experience for all students, and learning about word families and rhyming words can create a foundation for beginning to read that students will continue to build on throughout their years of schooling (Bara et al., 2004). Using visual arts to help teach these skills is a bonus to help students have an enjoyable experience of learning literacy skills, as opposed to getting frustrated by using traditional methods such as flashcards and/or worksheets (Wurst, Jones & Moore, 2005). Apart from the basic concepts taught in subjects, they are dealing with, the learners develop the ability to express themselves through arts as well as defining various concepts using artistic items. Punzalan (2018) determined that “children do learn well through play and experimentation, and visual arts techniques can be used to encourage this learning across all curriculum areas. Using visual arts in different learning areas helps students to participate, and this will develop their confidence. As they enjoy doing artwork, their knowledge and abilities also escalate” (p. 22).
Research Questions
The purpose of this study will be to determine the impact of teaching with visual arts has on helping students understand and remember the important skills of rhyming and word families. This action research study will identify whether using visual arts in instruction had a positive effect on student academic achievement in literacy. My research questions for this study are as follows:
· What impact will decorative arts have on student achievement of producing and recognizing rhyming words?
· What impact will painting and sculpture have on student achievement of producing and recognizing word families? 
These questions will help the researchers to understand the importance of visual arts in improving the mastery of new language and techniques that help to improve one’s competence in their skill. 

Background Literature
Reif and Grant (2010) studied integrating arts into teaching and learning and how addressing content through these arts. In their study they addressed several ways to teach the 
content through drawing, painting, sculpture, music, drama, and manipulatives that will result in motivating lessons that reach diverse learners of multiple pathways. In their review there are six types of benefits they discovered with arts: better reading and language skills, thinking skills, social skills, mathematical skills, a positive school environment, and a motivation to learn. They also gave very detailed ways in which to use a variety of the arts to help teach the different types of students. Through the implementation of arts in the classroom, it is my goal to create a positive school environment to create better reading and language skills among my students.
[bookmark: _Hlk26721959]Exley (2008) studied the understanding of literacy as a visual arts process and content in Australia, as well as the procedural and declarative knowledge that went along with the learning process. Exley (2008) discovered that visual arts, declarative knowledge, and procedural knowledge all have a major connection. When I am teaching my action research project, I will be asking questions and doing visual art projects that will allow for my students to use their declarative knowledge and procedural knowledge. They will have to use their declarative knowledge by answering questions and writing. They will have to use their procedural knowledge through creating a song or drawing a picture.
[bookmark: _Hlk26722131][bookmark: _Hlk26722061] 	Bara, Gentaz, Cole, & Sprenger-Charolles (2004) studied the effect of incorporating visuo-haptic, which is the ability of merging visual and tactile perceptions of both virtual and real objects, and kinesthetic exploration of letters in a training to develop phonemic awareness, knowledge of letters, and letter/sound correspondence for kindergarten students understanding of the alphabetical principle. They discovered the factors on influencing reading lies in the development to metaphonological abilities, which are abilities that allow children to identify phonological components of linguistic units and manipulate them. They go on to discuss further research that the student has a hard time establishing a connection between the visual image of a word and its auditory image. But with the intervention of visuo-haptic and kinesthetic exploration of letters this poor connection improved. The instruments they used were a pre and post-test including a pseudo-word decoding test, rhyme identification test, and a phoneme identification test. I will create my pre-test using their test as a guide with similar tasks and pictures. I will be creating a different post-test using these same guidelines.
[bookmark: _Hlk26722021]Baker (1992) studied the role of visual arts in early childhood education. The researcher found that preschool and primary grade school art experiences have a significant influence on the ability of young children to succeed in their public school. He discovered that the more exposure children had using the arts in school the more successful they were in later grades. Baker (1992) used a checklist daily to compare how each child did throughout the art experience. I will be using a similar checklist to see how often my students are on task, how well they are enjoying the art experience, and if they understand the concept being taught.
[bookmark: _Hlk26722216]Power and Klopper (2011) studied current classroom practices of creative arts education of respondent classroom teachers in the New South Wales (NSW) Greater Western Region (GWR), Australia. The authors discovered that art education provides students with valuable opportunities to experience and build knowledge and skills in self-expression, imagination, creative and collaborative problem solving, communication, and respect for self and others. They also discovered how engagement in arts education positively affects overall academic achievement, development of empathy towards others, and engagement in learning. I will be using art to teach literacy skills and they will be learning how to communicate using art because they will have to collaborate with each other throughout this action research.
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